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I PETER ii. 17. latter Part.

Fear God* Honour the King.

THESE Precepts ftand fingle and in-

dependent of one another in the Text :

But, as all moral Duties are, more or

lefs, conneded with each other, in the

Reafon and Order of Things, there is an imme-

diate intimate ConneiTtion between the two Duties,

which the Apoftle here enjoins Us ; Since the Se-

cond is diredliy deducible from the Fu'fl^ which

both enforces anrl iJmita the fuboidinate Obliga-

tion. For the Fear of God^ if we are confcien-

cioufly influenced by it, will engage Us to pay all

the Honour which is due to the King^ whom his

Providence hath fet over Us ; fo far as it is confident

with that Honour^ which is due to God only.

But tho' the Honour due to the King, takes it's

Rife from the Perfon of the King, and is, in the

moft eminent Degree, to be paid to his Perfon j

the Object of the Duty, is his Authority.

B To



[ 2]

To honour the King, is to obey him with that

awful Senfe of the Regal Charader, which the

Majefly of it impreffes upon our Mind. By Parity,

of Reafon, and upon the fame Principle, that we
Jubmit to the King as Supreme

-^ we are required

to pay a fuitable Submiffion to all who are ap-

pointed by him to bear any Share in the great

Work of Government,

The Supreme Power thus difFufed, and operat-

ing thro' the whole Extent of a Community, creates

that public Authority, which is neceffary to main-

tain general Peace and Order j and which con-

flitutes the real internal Strength of every Govern-

ment. All the Obligations to Obedience which

are laid upon us, as Subjed:s, are calculated to it-

cure a proper Deference to public Authority : But

all thofe Obligations, however enforced by the

joint Power of Civil Society, are ultimately rendered

eftedtual, by the Sandions of Religion j and can

obtain their full Operation and Effed, from the

Motives of Religion only. The Influence of Reli-

gion therefore, in the laft Refort, is the funda-

mental Support of every Government.

From hence, in a general View, it is evident,

.

that every Community muft be proportionably

Wronger or weaker as this Influence prevails more.

or
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or lefs i and a total Difregard of this Influence,

muft gradually weaken, and, in the End, dedroy

the bed conftituted Frame of Government.

The Anniverfary, which now aflembles us to-

gether, affords us a dreadful Illuftration of the

Truth of what I have been obferving. For, in

thofe Scenes of Violence and Diftradion, which

preceded the decilive Stoke of Iniquity, the na-

tional Fences of Religion were firft broken down,

and the true Senfe of it almofl totally extinguillied,

before cruel and blood-thirfty Men, as on this

Day, murdered their Sovereign.

The Crime itfelf, is too notorious to need any

Illuftration ; the Guilt of thofe who committed

it, is of too deep a Dye to admit of any Aggrava-

tion : But the inflruaive Example of the Royal

Sufferer, demands our peculiar Attention j as it

contains a Leffon of the mofl univerfal Impor-

tance. For it demonftrates to us the never-failing

Comforts and Supports, which a true Senfe of Re-

ligion furniflies in the Day of Trial and Diftrefs.

It was from hence alone, that this Chriflian Hero

derived that Patience and Fortitude, which made

him fuperior to the Cruelty and Infolence of his

Murderers. He feared God, afid therefore did not

fear what Man could do u7ito him,

B 2 We
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We cannot but lament, that a Kingdifpofed by

fo many Perfonal Virtues to rule juftly, fliou'd be

led by the Prejudices, in which it was his Misfortune

to be educated, to think he had a Right to govern

a free People arbitrarily : And we fhall be unjuft

to the Virtues, which he unqueftionably had, if

we omit to take Notice, from what Source the

worft Faults imputed to him naturally fprang: For

they may all be accounted for, without charging

him with any bad Principle in his Temper, or

Defedt in his Judgment ; if we recoiled, that falfe

and narrow Notions, of the Nature and reciprocal

Obligations of Government, which were generally

embraced in thofe Times as fettled national Opi-

nions J
which were urged as Maxims of Law, and

fandified as the Language of Scripture, gradually

prepared the Ruyal Ear Tor tke Poifon that was

inftilled into it, by Flatterers of every Denomina-

tion. Thefe Notions, which, without any other

infinuating Recommendation, are too apt to gain

an afcendant over the Mind, betrayed this un-

happy mifguided Prince, into fuch Meafures as

were irreconcilable to the Charader of a limited

Monarch, and the independent Rights of a mixt

Conflitution : Meafures, which many, who were

the Friends of the Conflitution, without being,

or defigning to be, his Enemies, thought it their

Duty
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Duty to oppofe ; becaufe they knew them to be

unconftitutional, and faw them to be dangerous.

But Men of this Complexion foon loft all Share

in direding the Oppofition, all Power of confining

it within conftitutional Limits : And then the Con-

teft degenerated into all the Rage of Civil War,

For when the worft of Men, after a long and

bloody Struggle, gained a Strength fufficient to

make good their own Schemes of Oppreffion,

they fhewed as little Mercy to their Country, as

they did to their King.

More than a Century hath now pafs'd, fince this

virtuous, unfortunate King fell a Sacrifice to the

Cruelty of thofe, v/ho by One and the fame Blow

put a temporary End to Monarchy itfeif. At fo

great aDiftance of Tim©, to enter iiiiuuLcly into thi&

reproachful Period of our Hiftory, is more the Pro-

vince of the Hiftorian, than of the Preacher.

The Preacher will fufficiently difcharge his

Office, if he draws from it fuch general Inftruc-

tion as every one may concur in, who honours

his King, and loves the Conftitution of his

Country. It behoves him to attend to the prefent

Situation of Things ; and in whatever Shape,

or from whatever Quarter, the Community is

threatened with the like Calamities, to give

public
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pul)lic and folemn Warning to his Hearers, to

arm themfelves againil them.

If, with this View, we examine our prefent Si-

tuation, it will be found ; that the Danger, which

now hangs over us, does not arife, as it formerly

did, from arbitrary Exertions of the Prerogative j

for againfl; thefe, the Revolution provided an ef-

fedual Remedy ; a Remedy, which, give me leave

to obferve, had never become neceffary, if all the

Monarchs, who have filled the Britifh Throne,

had been as faithful Patrons of the Conflitution,

and as watchful Guardians of the Liberties of their

People, as that gracious Sovereign, who now reigns

over us.

The Danger now arifes from a contrary Caufe j

from a profligate Abufc of tLc/c very Bleffings, of

which the Revolution gave us full Poffeffion,

civil and religious Liberty. And to fuch Lengths

hath this Abufe been carried, as hath produced

an open Difregard to all Authority, both di-

vine and human.

Againfl this Abufe, which is eventually owing

to the Excellence of a free Conftitution, the

Conflitution itfelf can provide no Remedy.

To find it, we mufl look higher : We mufl fly

to the Authority of God, and that Influence of Re-

ligion,
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Ijgion, which, if it be once generally eftabliflied,

will fecure to us the Enjoyment of thofe Bieflings

with which we are furrounded -, will proted us

againft our own Follies and Vices, and prevent

our running into thefe ExcefTes, which muft, in

the End, be fuhverfive of public Peace, and good

Government.

To this Purpofe, having firft briefly explained

the Force and import of the two Precepts of Fear-

ing Gody and Honouring the King ; I fhall pro-

ceed to fhow, what the State of any Government

will be, as the Influence of Religion refpedively

prevails, or is difregarded.

To fear God, is an Expreflion of luch peculiar

Energy, that, in the Language of Scripture, it

denotes the JVhoIe of Religion -• For, in the Senfe

in which the Fear of God is there to be under-

flood, it is a prevailing pradtlcal Motive to engage

us to difcharge all. the Duties, which Religion en-

joins us.

The Paffion of Fear, which prevails more or

kfs in every Creature, in Proportion to the Weak-
nefs of it's Nature, and the Circumftances of

Danger in which it is placed, is of Courfe excited,

as often as we apprehend ourfelves expofed to the

Attack, of any Being, fuperior in Strength to our»

felves %
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felves : And whenever the moft powerful of all

Beings, upon whom our Exiftence itfelf depends,

and who can, in an Inftant, overwhelm us with in-

fupportable Mifery, is made the Objedl of our

Thoughts
J

this paffion will naturally be raifed to

the higheft Pitch. But Fear, as a Paffion, hath

nothing moral in it : And, in a mere literal Senfe,

to be afraid of God 5 that is, to confider him only

as an Objedl of Terror, is fo far from being an

A(fl of Religion, that it implies nothing but a

Confcioufnefs of Guilt, and a dread of Punifh-

ment. But the Fear of God, which the Scrip-

ture declares to be Wifdom or Virtue (for their

Oppofites, Folly and Vice are, in facred Writ

and the Truth of Things, Words of the fame

meaning,) denotes that moral Awe and Veneration

of God, with which the Mind is affeded, when

it contemplate?; him under the Attributes of Power,

Wifdom, Juflice, and Goodnefs, with which Re-

ligion reprefents him to us : For the Fear of God,

which refults from this Contemplation, is not a

flavifh fuperftitious Fear, but a Fear founded on

Love, flrengthened by Reafon, and produdlive of

all Goodnefs : A Fear, that adds Fortitude to the

Mind ; and enables it to defpife all thofe vain

Terrors, which would otherwife perpetually difturb

our Peace, dagger our Virtue, or endanger our

final Happinefs.
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From the Feat- of God, fo underflood, re-

fults that religious Frame of Mind, which makes

God habitually prefent to us : And, under the Senfe

of his Prefence, renders us follicitous to know his

Will, and keeps us fteady in obeying it. Thus

the Fear of God enforces upon us all the Duties of

Religion, by fetting before us that tremendous

Being, from whom, all the Obligations of Reli-

gion originally receive their Sancftion ; and who

is intimately privy to our molt concealed Intentions

of violating them.

Unlimited Obedience, in doing whatever is

commanded with Readinefs, and fufFering what-

ever is inflidled upon us with Refignation, is due

to this Almighty, All-perfedl Governor of the

Univerfe ; and it is due to him alone : For he,

and he only, cannot poffibly prefcribe any In-

ftance of Obedience to his Creatures, with which

it is not equally their Duty, and their Interefl to

comply.

In this Precept oi fearing God, Kings are no

lefs included, than the meaneH: of their Subjedls

;

and they never appear with more Majefty, than

when they prollrate themfelves before the King

of Kings, from whom they derive all their Au-

thority ; and to whom they mufl be finally ac-

C countable,
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countable, for the glorious and facred Charge of

governing Nations righteoufly, by the Encourage--

ment of public Virtue, and the Protedion of true

Religion. Their great and good Adions will ac-

company them beyond the Grave ^ but their

Pomp, ivillfollow them only to their Funeral.

From this fhort Explanation of the Jirft Pre^

cept, it is evident that Vi^e do not truly difcharge

the Duty enjoin'd by it, unlefs we are habitually

difpoled to conform our whole Behaviour to the

Will of God, from a moral Awe of the Divine

Nature and Perfedlions.

I have already obferved, that in the Honour or

Obedience which we are commanded to pay the

King by theTd-cow^ Precept; the Submiffion, due to

all who ad under him, is included. This takes in

the whole Extent of Civil Authority : And it will

from hence be eafy, in a few Words, to illoftrate

the Dependance of the fecond Precept upon the

Firft 3 and to fhew how -necelTary the Fear oC
God is to fecure Obedience to Government.

Particular Forms of Government, are fo un-

doubtedly the Invention and Contrivance of

Man, that we are apt to overlook a Truth equally

clear, and much more important ; that Govern-

jxient in general, mufl be the Ordinance of God : .

For;



For it is the natural Confequence of that foclal

Nature which God hath given us 3 and of that

State of Things, which his Providence hath efta-

blifhed.

Notwithftanding, therefore, the Meafures of

Obedience, in each particular Form of Govern-

ment, muft be determined by the particular Laws

of each Community ^ Obedience to Government

in general, is enjoined by the immediate Autho-

rity ofGodhimfelf : For, without Obedience, there

can be no Government.

We are liable to confound the Idea of Power

^

with the Idea of Authority^ which is totally di-

flind from Power : For Authority always ftands

in need of Power to enforce it j and a Man
cloathed with the highefl Degree of Authority,

receives no new AcceiTion ofnatural Strength, from

the Charader of Supreme Ruler, with which

he is invefted. In God alone, Authority and

Power are, in Effed-, the fame Thing : For he

alone hath, in himfelf, infinite Power to fup-

port his own Authority, and the Authority of

thofe who a(5l under it.

In all human Governments, how wifely foever

they may be framed, or how prudentially foever

they may be guarded againft Infults ; fo as to give

C 2 the
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the utnioft Weight and Security to that public

Authority, by which they are maintained ; a Supe-

riority of Power, muft always refide coUedively in

the Bulk of the People.

If this Power fhould be all at once exerted, by

any fudden unforefeen Combination of the Multi-

tude, it will inftantly diflblve the beft eftablifhed

Government : And, if exerted with an inferior

Degree of Violence, will fhake it.

The Sandions of human Laws, /. e. The Pu-

nifhments annexed by Men to Difobedience, will

be of no Service, when thofe, whcfe Office it is

to execute the Laws, are fo overpowered, that

they cannot inflift the Sand:ions. What is there

then that will be fufficient, upon every poffible

Suppofition, to awe the Multitude, and effedtually

preveiit this Cafe from happening ? Whatever can

do this, will certainly be the proper Security of

human Governments, and this can be done by the

Fear of God only. Againft infinite Power there

is no Strength : And who will dare to wreft out

of the Hand of the fupreme Magiftrate, the Sword

which he is convinced God hath put into them^

for the Punijhment of evil doers ? Who will pro-

voke a Vengeance that he can neither refift or

efcape ? Who will not dread the complicated Guilt

of attempting to introduce Confujion, and every

evil



evilWorky by overfetting the Supreme Authority of

a Perfon, whom he views under the moft awful

aftedling Charader, as appointed by God himfelf,

to difpenfe and fecure to a whole People, the Ad-

vantages of Government, and the Bleflings of

Society ?

A King, confidered in this Light, and ading

fuitably to it, will always be able to controul a

virtuous religious People, with a Force and Firm-

nefs, which nothing elfe can give him.

Government thus founded, flands upon it's

natural and true Bafis. Every other Provifion of

Strength, which human Policy can invent or col-

ledt, to fix Dominion over Men j who are neither

animated by the Hopes, nor check'd by the

Fears of Futurity j will ever grow to be more

precarious in it's Diredion, and more dangerous

to Authority, in Proportion, as it becomes more

mighty^ and confequently lefs manageable, in

Operation.

From what hath been faid, it is evident, that"

true Religion, however it may at any Time have

been mifapplied through Miftake, or perverted

thro' Defign, is as far from requiring us to be

the Slaves of lawlefs Power, as it is fevere in

condemning us, if we refifl juft Authority. Be-

tween
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tween thefe two Extremes, it inflruds and com-

mands us to obferve an exa(5t Medium
; prefcrib-

ing that rational Obedience to Subjeds, which

communicates Peace, and Order, and Stability, to

the Public, from the fame Condud: which na-

turally produces the Happinefs of each Indivi-

dual.

I fhall now proceed to fliow more diflindly,

what the State of any Government will be, as

the hrfiuence ef Religion, arifing from the Fear of

God, refpedively prevails, or is difregarded.

We mufl not expert to find in Hiflory, any

Society of Men univerfally ruled, and obeying in

the Fear of God. This is a State of Perfedion,

which no human Government can reach : But it

is the true Policy, and fliould be the conftant

Bent and Aim of every Government, to approach

towards it : For every nearer Approach, produces

an increafe of publick Strength and Welfare.

But though we have no Inftance, in Fad, by

which this Important Truth can be illuftrated in

it's full Extent ; we may defcribe the Circum-

flances in which any State or Kingdom would be,

upon a Suppofition that the Influence of Religion

became univerfal j and the Condud: and Obedience

of Subjeds was conflantlv direded, and governed

by
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by that Influence : For moral Caufes, though they

do not neceflarily produce their proper Effed?,

have a regular uniform Operation.

Suppofe then a Society of Men adually

exifling, among whom this Influence does, in

Faft, prevail w^ithout Exception, and model

the Condudt of every individual Member, into

an exadt Conformity to the Rules of true Re-

ligion.

It is certain, in the firft Place, that the Laws

of the Community will be obeyed in every In-

ftance j for good Laws can require nothing to be

done, or omitted, which Religion does not

equally approve or prohibit.

By the Pradice therefore of every focial Virtue,

fuch a Society will enjoy univerfal Tranquillity

;

and by abftaining from every Vice, they will be

freed from the Apprehenfion of every Thing,

that might create the leafl public Difturbance.

As Religion fets before them the common
Means of future Happinefs, and thofe Means are

equally produdive of common focial Good, they

will all confpire in promoting the fame End.

The.



The Refult of this, will be a perfed State of

Union, founded in an Interefl liable to no Va-

riation J
and flable and uniform as the Principles

of Virtue and Religion, from whence it flows.

Ambitbn, the moft turbulent of all our Paf-

fions, by which fo many flourifliing States and

Kingdoms have been overthrown, will be here,

the mofl adtive Inflrument of publick Utility.

For the Members of this Society will be excited

to afpire to Pofts of Rank and Confequence, from

no Motive but that honefl one, of defiring to fill

them with Integrity, to their own Honour, and

the Emolument of the Community.

The fame confclentious Principle, which regu-

lates the Pretenfions of Subjedls, will determine

the Choice of their Governors, in placing each

Man in that Station of the Society, for which they

judge his Capacity peculiarly fits him.

Thus Superiority of Rank, will be Impartially

adjufted by Superiority of Merit j and the neceffary

Subordination of Government v^^ill be kept up, by

proportioning and adapting various Degrees of

Honour and Power, to that Diverfity of Gifts and

Talents, with which Providence hath prepared

Men
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Men for the refpedive Parts of Life, and marked

them out for the feveral Offices of Society.

By this Means, the Authority of fuch a Society

will be inviolably maintained j for it willbeuni-

verfally obeyed^ not Jor Wrath, but Confcience

Sake; under a conftant Regard to the fupreme

Authority and Will of God. Such a Govern-

ment can have no domeftic Enemies : And if

foreign ones fhould wickedly confpire together,

and make an Attempt again ft it, the whole So-

ciety will defend itfelf with an Union that nothing

can break, and with a Strength fpringing from that

Union, which nothing can over-power. For

can we form to ourfelves an Idea of national Seif-

Defence, fo firm and animated, fo full of Force

and Energy in it's own Nature, and fo likely to

call down the Bleffings of God upon it's endea-

vours J as the combined Efforts of righteous Men,

in the Support and Maintenance of a righteous

Caufe.

This is an imperfed Sketch of fuch a Society,

as I am fenfible can never exift among Men ;

for Men arc not perfed. But the Defcription

fhadows out to us, what would be the genu-

ine Effedls of Religion upon Society and Go-

vernment, if the Influence of Religion operated

univerfally : If it was not weakened by the Imr

D • perfedions
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perfections of our Nature, which we cannot

cure J
and ftill more obftruded by our Vices ;

for which our Imperfedions affords us no Ex-

cufc.

Let us confider in the next Place what will

naturally happen, if we fuppofe a different So-

ciety of Men, living under a well-conftituted

Form of Government, and outwardly profefTing

the true Religion ; but inwardly, paying no

Regard to it.

Now fuch Men, by the Suppofition, having

fet afide the Motives and Profpedts of Religion,

can pradife Virtue only upon fuch Principles,

as the natural Reafon of their own Mind fug-

gefls to them. Their Virtue mufl therefore be

very precarious at the beft : And as they have

no Views before them, but enjoying, as far as

they can, the Advantages of the prcfent Life,

their Reafon will foon be overpower'd by Paf-

fion and Appetite. The more thefe are in-

dulged, the more impetuous they will grow -,

and the Allurements of Pleafure will eafily fe-

duce Men, into a Violation of every Duty that

Hands in the Way of the defired Gratification.

This is faying, that fuch a Society of Men,

will foon be very vicious : Vices will render

them neceflitous, and Neceflity deiperate -, and

they
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they will, without Scruple, facrihce the com-

mon Good of the Whole, to relieve the Ne-
ceffity that prefles hard upon them. They will

aim at Rank without Capacity ; and having no

Idea of public Utility, or no Inclination to con-

fult it; they will ferve, or not ferve, the Pub-

lick, as they do, or do not, find their own par-

ticular Advantage in the Service. For as Inte-

reft invites, or Danger alarms them, they will

be ready to depreciate and defert a good King,

or to flatter and take up Arms for a Tyrant.

The Violation of focial Duties in private

Life, will fet them at Variance with one an-

other : And thefe Divifions will perpetually

grow, becaufe there is here, no fixed common
Bond of Union.

As Religion condemns fuch a Condud, and

denounces the mofl dreadful Threatnings againfl

it ; they will wifh Religion to be falfe, with-

out Examination ; and fpeak of it, as if they

were really convinced it was falfe, /. e. They

will ridicule it.

Being impatient of Reflraint, and unawed by

the Authority of God himfelf, they will, of

Courfe, defpije Dominioriy and fpeak Evit of

Dignities, Hence the Authority of Govern-

D 2 ment
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ment will have no Effed, any further than it

is enforced by the Power of the Government

;

which, in fuch a State of Things, will be every

Day decreaiingj and at laft, be fcarce able ta

fupport it felf, though no external Violence is

offered to it. This Weaknefs of Government ^

will bring on diredt Attempts to overthrow it,

when it hath leaft Force to exert in it's own

Defence.

A Government under thefe Circumftances>.

though it was originally well conftituted, and

the Conftitution of it ftill remains unaltered, is

Hke the Houfe of the foolijh Man in the

Gofpel. The Edifice may have been exquifitely

planned by the Skill of the Architect, and

fafhioned and wrought in all the Parts of it,

by the juft Beauties of Proportion, and the

laboured Finifhings of Art ; But it hath

no Foundation to ftand upon j and 'when the

Floods come, and the Winds blow, and beat againjl

fuch a Houfe 'y when the Storms of domeftic

Fadtion, or foreign Violence, ailault the Fa-

bric of a Government fo circumftanced, it mujl

fall; and great, and fudden^ will be the Fall

of it.

Let us now apply the general Inftrudioa

with which we are furniihed, by the the Sub-

jedt
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jeft I have been explaining, to ourfelves, and

the prefent Situation of Things among us.

It hath been fhewn, that all Human Govern-

ments have an efTential Defed and Weaknefs,

which can be remedied by nothing but the In-

fluence of Religion : And this Remedy appears

to be moft requillte, in thofe Governments-

vi'hich are the be/l-conftituted. For as the civil

and religious Freedom of Individuals is more

enlarged ; the State is more liable to be endan-

gered by ExcefTes, which it cannot punifh :

And Irregularities, of the moft pernicious Ten-

dency, will be more frequently committed,

of which the Laws can take no Cognizance,

The natural Confequences, which will refpec-

tively follow in any State or Kingdom, as the

Influence of Religion prevails, or is difregarded
j

have been fet forth as moral Effeds, regularly

proceeding from their proper moral Caufes. The
Reafoning therefore being general, and not drawn-

from any particular Nation or Government, is

applicable to All : And we may conclude, that

every Nation or Government, in the like Cir •

Gumftances, will feel the fame EfFeds froni

them.

To
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To exemplify and confirm this Conclufion

from an Inftance in Fa<ft, we need only attend

to that State of Things which a Difregard of the

Influence of Religion hath adlually produced in

our own Country : A State of Things, which

threatens us with the mod extenfive Mifchief,

at a Time, when we feem, as a Nation, to be

furtheil removed from Danger.

On the Part of our Governors, we have all

the Protedion that good Government can afford

us : For we are conftitutionally governed by

them. And, as far as an impartial Execution of

the Laws, can fecure to us the Rights and Pri-

viledges of free Subjeds ; we are in a State of full

Security.

But, with all thefe flattering Appearances of

national Safety, one Thing is wanting, which

alone can make us fafe as a Nation, or ilrong

as a Government.

The Fear of God is wanting : And, what

we experience, muft convince us, how preca-

rious every other Guard of public Security is

without it. For the Efficacy of this facred Check

upon our Minds, being in a great Meafure loft

and deadened among us as a People, fuch a

Spirit
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spirit of Irreligion and Llcentioufnefs is broke

forth, as muH:, if it continues to prevail and

increafe, gradually break down all the national

Fences of Authority, and let loofe the unbrid-

led Rage and Power of the Multitude upon us.

Whoever is not for Religion^ is, of Courfe,

againjl it : For fuch as arc not influenced by

the Truths of Religion, will endeavour not to be-

lieve thofe Truths themfelvcs, and to create the

fame Heart of Unbelief in others.

Accordingly, our Holy Religion, which bears

all the Marks and Charadlers of Divinity upon

it, that can prove any Religion to be from God,

or render it ufeful and beneficial to Men, both in

their private and focial Capacity, hath been made

a Mark of Derifion 3 /. ^. it hath met with that

Treatment, which it muft always exped^, from

thofe, who have not the Fear of God before their

Eyes. For to ridicule facred Truths, and try how J^j:^
much they are capable of being diflorted, by being

placed in falfe Lights, and fhewn under ludicrous

Images, is but the Effort of an impious Mind,

ftruggling to avoid Convidion, and fcreen itfelf

from the Impreflion of Truths, which it dares

not examine foberly.

AW,
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All, who thus deride Religion, do not only

weaken Government in general ; but diredly

ftrike at the Support of this Proteftant Govern-

ment : For Religion, as reformed from the Errors

and Corruptions of Popery, is interwoven with the

Conftitution of our Country, and made the Foun-

dation upon which the Throne itfelf is eftablillied.

Popery, that determined Enemy of Truth and

Liberty, feeing us grown indifferent about the beft

Religion, lays hold of the favourable Jundture, and

labours with indefatigable Zeal, to bring back the

worft : Whilft the Emiffaries of that Communion,

having been long baniflied from the Cabinets of

our Princes, under various Shapes and Difguifes,

mix with the Dregs of the People, to corrupt

their Faith, and poifon their Loyalty.

This profane difregard of Divine Authority hath

produced, what it will always produce, fuch a

Contempt of human Governors j that nothing, al-

moft, but the Dread of PuniHiment, procures

Obedience to them. Even Government itfelf,

however rightly adminiflered, is fubmitted to with

Reluctance : And any artificial interefled Clamour

raifes popular Difcontent againft it. Hence it is,

that a Spirit of Difaffedlion, without any Grie-

vance, works among us already j though the Ter-

rors of the late Rebellion, are frefh upon our

Minds ',
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Minds ', and, the DiftreiTes, occafioned by it, are

ftill felt by the Public. But we are not to won-

der, that this Event hath happened, when Men
are, for the moft Part, grown fo impatient of

Controul, that every legal Reftraint is complained

of, as an Infringement of Liberty ; and the Exe-

cution ofjuft Laws murmured againft, as an undue

Stretch of Authority.

Thus, by the ordinary Progrefs of Things, the

neceffary Subordination of Society is looked upon as

a Kind of Grievance. Superiority itfelf, as fuch,

is become rather a Ground of Difguft to Inferiors,

than a Motive of Refped: from them ; fo that in

the Language of the Apoftle, the Feet fay to the

Head, we have no need of thee..

Private Vices, the Produ(5l of this ungovernable

Spirit, have multiplied in Proportion. For when

were the Laws lefs able to protect our Property,

from the open Violence of the Robber ? When
were they fo frequently made the Means and In-

flruments of depriving us of it,, by the perjured

Witnefs ? The moft abominable Wickednefs may,

in all Times, have been pradifed in private, but

when was the public Modefty, fo openly infulted

from the Prefs, as it hath been of late, with fuch

an abandoned Profligacy, as muft fliock every vir-

tuous Man, and ought to alarm every Parent ?

E The
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The Ravages of Civil War, which this Solem-

nity brings into our Thoughts, do not overfpread

the Face of a Country with more Defolation, than

univerfal DilTolutenefs tends to bring upon Society.

The Effecfls of Arbitrary Power itfelf, are fcarce

more terrible : And there is certainly a more rea-

fonable Profped of being delivered from them :

For a virtuous People will, fooner or later, fliake

off a lawlefs oppreiTive Governor. But neither the

Wifdom nor Goodnefs of a Governor, can prote(ft

a vicious People from the fatal Confequences of

their own Vices : For Vices, and their Confequen-

ces, are connected together in the Conftitution of

Things, and neceffarily attend each other, by the

appointment of God himfelf.

Such a State of Things as this, calls upon every

Member of Society to exert himfelf in the Caufe of

Religion and Virtue. And if all, who, I truft,

have this Caufe at Heart, duly exert themfelves,

our Cafe is not yet defperate. A good Man, in

the lowed Station, will havefome Weight in bring-

ing about the necefTary Reformation. For Good-

nefs, wherever we fee it, attracts our Love and

Efteem •, and if we view it without Prejudice, it

will excite our Imitation.

Thofe,
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Thofe, who are exalted in Rank, and cloathed

with Authority, have a more extenfive Power of

encouraging Goodnefs : And it particularly con-

cerns thejn^ to ad with all the Weight and Ad-
vantage which their Situation gives them, in for-

warding and effeding this ble/Ted Work : For

Vice is a great Leveller, and aims at deftroying all

Diftindion, becaufe it hates all Authority.

To animate us to the Attempt, let this Reflec-

tion be ever prefent to our Minds, that the fame

Endeavours which revive the national Influence of

Religion, will alfo reftore Authority to the Laws,

Reverence to Governors, and Stability to Govern-

ment, We have a certain Hope, that God will

profper thofe our Labours here, which he hath

promifed to reward hereafter : And if God be,

alTuredly, nuith Us, who, that we ought to fear ;

who, that we ought not to defpife, can be againil

Us?

FINIS.












